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form then- duties, the military power should cease to lead, and the civil administration resume its natural and rightful dominion. Solemnly impressed with these views, the General announces that the great principles of American liberty are still the lawful inheritance of this people, and ever should be. The right of trial by jury, the habeas corpus, the liberty of the press, the freedom of speech, the natural rights of persons and the rights of property must be preserved.
Free institutions, while they are essential to the prosperity and happiness of the people, always furnish the strongest-inducements to peace and order. Crimes and offences committed in this district must be referred to the consideration and judgment of the regular civil tribunals, and those tribunals will be supported in their lawful jurisdiction.
Should there be violations of existing laws which are not inquired into by the civil magistrates, or should failures in the administration of justice by the courts be complained of, the cases will be reported to these headquarters, when such orders will be made as may be deemed necessary.
While the General thus indicates his purpose to respect the liberties of the people, he wishes all to understand that armed insurrection, or forcible resistance to law, will be instantly suppressed by arms.
By command of MAJ.-GEN. W. S. HANCOCK. [Official.]
This order, so novel in the history of the series of military usurpations known as reconstruction, was flashed all over the land that night, and every newspaper printed it the next morning. It was received with delight by all who truly believed in the supremacy of the ideas on which our Eepublic is founded. It was hailed as the presage of a return from the anarchy ofhroughout    the
